FLDS Priesthood History for 3rd – 8th Grade Students

Taught by Warren Jeffs  
Tape # 9 – November 2, 1995

Subject: Sodom and Gomorrah 

Priesthood stories should become part of you. We don't just hear stories just to be entertained and then forget them. You should be awake, ready to follow the good examples and stay away from the bad. Today I will tell you the story of Abraham and Lot, so you can help your father in obeying the commandments of our prophet, which is "Come out of the world, oh ye my priesthood people, and be not partakers of the world's sins." We don't want to partake of their sins so we won't be part of their destruction. We have to come out of the world or we'll go down with the wicked. 

When angels come to the earth, they can be normal people just like anybody else, or they can stand nearby and not be seen. Abraham kept his family always in the wilderness and when kings said, "Come and be with us, you have a beautiful people, come and be a part of our city," Abraham wanted no part of it. He wouldn't take any gifts from the gentiles. He didn't want to partake of their ways. 

Abraham's nephew, a man who had the priesthood, chose to take his family into the city of Sodom. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah were prosperous and they grew rich. When a  people grows rich, they very often turn to evil ways. They became immoral. It became a usual thing for them to touch each other, to do immoral acts where the boys and girls would touch and even commit adultery. They became so evil, that if a stranger came into their city, the young men or ladies thought it was just ok to go grab that person and take off their clothes and do evil things to them. 

The people grew so evil, the men started to marry the men and the women married the women. This is the worst evil act you can do, next to murder. It is like murder. Whenever people commit that sin, then the Lord destroys them. 

What did Lot do with his family that caused them to be destroyed with the wicked? He let his children dress like the gentiles, join in their fun and games - in our day, it would be the movies, the music. The children grew up saying "What's wrong with this or what's wrong with that?" If the neighbor children went naked or dressed uncovered, they joined in and it seemed not very bad to mingle with the world, they thought. When the final day came, they had become like the gentiles. The angels could have lifted up the whole family and removed them, but they said, "No way, we want to stay here." Here's an example of what we face. The angels from heaven, with fire and power from heaven, will come to our homes one day, and all those who are prepared will be lifted up. Those who didn't see what is wrong with this and that in the world - those who are like the gentiles - will be left behind. 

Abraham would not join with them, and I say to you, young people, you are so blessed to have fathers who won't let you go be like the gentiles. That proves they love you. Because Abraham would not allow his children to join with the wicked, the Lord gave him special promises and blessings. He would rather wander around in the wilderness and live in tents, than go and join with any gentile city. Abraham wanted his children to be clean and pure. 

What a great privilege it is to have a prophet who will tell us to come out of the world and be clean. He even provided this school so you wouldn't hear all the gentile garbage, and partake of the 
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gentile ways. Every family in this school is supposed to be a priesthood family who is letting go of the world - the television, the entertainment, the dress - you must be different because we are told that fire from heaven will come and protect the obedient and destroy the wicked among us. Young people, come out of the world and be ye clean. 

Uncle Roy said he cannot use a young person who commits adultery. He needs young people who will keep their bodies covered, who will be clean and pure. I want to suggest to you young people, whatever your tradition is it doesn't matter. When you get dressed, don't let even your brothers and sisters see you uncovered. If there's a naked person on the road, just look away. If you go to the store and see a magazine with a naked picture, just walk away. You don't have to look, because if you start wanting to look, then you'll start becoming like those gentile people. 

What you think and put into your mind, is eventually what you will do, It's quite hard to come out of the world in this day when it's all around us, but that's our test. Those of this priesthood people will shut off their TV's, not read their magazines and books - and make entertainment in your own home. You will keep covered and be clean and moral in your own priesthood home. They are the ones that will be clean and lifted up and protected. You young boys... boys don't touch girls - not even sisters, and girls don't touch boys. I'll even suggest that in your family, you don't even take a brother or sister behind a locked door. Leave it open where your parents can watch and teach you, so you won't do evil things with each other. All your secrets will be known one day. Uncle Roy said a boy doesn't even have the right to take hold of the arm of a girl until they're married. That's how strict you boys should be in your morals. You don't even touch a sister, unless she's going to be hurt or something, and you need to protect her. Don't even grab them - not even your sister, and the girls don't do it to the boys either. Respect each other and encourage each other to get dressed where they're not being seen, encourage each other to not touch improperly. This was the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah - they thought they could touch anybody they wanted and do anything they wanted, touch each other's bodies. 

I told you what really happened. I want to encourage you that what you think about will attract the spirit that you keep. Today, with us surrounded by naked people and pictures and movies, all this garbage and evil around us, even if it's there, when you see evil, don't go home and tell the little brothers and sisters, the evil you saw. We don't sit and talk about devils because that's what you'll invite in your home. Instead, talk about good things, Remember Abraham and see how he is blessed. You and I are his children. Lot's children are all destroyed, but Abraham has millions of children in the earth today. We're part of that, part of his blessing. He was blessed because he obeyed and kept his family away from the gentile, ways. 

November, 27, 1995 

Subject: Sacrifice of Isaac 

Abraham promised Hagar that Ishmael would not be the chosen son. The lord had promised Abraham that Sarah would have what we call the chosen son. A chosen son in the priesthood is chosen because he is obedient, and he is chosen because he will be the one to bless his brothers and sisters. He's not chosen to be a big mean boss, but to bless others. 
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Isaac was so obedient when he knew about the sacrifice, that Abraham wept for joy. He considered obeying the will of God a pleasure, a joy. Isaac was ready to die. Abraham was ready to kill him. He was ready to plunge the knife into his son and the Lord said to stop. He now knew Abraham would not withhold anything. 

This teaches you a great principle of the priesthood. We must sacrifice all earthly things to get to the celestial kingdom. You don't just live like the world - a good life as they call it - and then make it to heaven. You have to be willing to pass the tests that come upon you, and the test will always be, will you love Heavenly Father and His prophet more than your own selfishness? 

· Lesson # 1: The sacrifice of all earthly things is required, for a person to become a God. Your obedience must be according to what the Lord commands. Your sacrifice will be to do what the Lord tells you to do, through the prophet. That will be your proof of faith. You don't get to make up or decide what your tests will be. You must do what you are called upon to do, by the priesthood. 

· Lesson # 2: Obedience to God through His prophet is first and most important. 

· Lesson # 3: Whatever the Lord commands through His prophet, is right - even if it seems wrong to our traditions. 

If you just go forth and obey, the Lord will bless you for He is a man of his word. President Jeffs describes some of his tests. Before he was ordained an apostle, the Lord caused that he would have to give up his wife and two boys. They left him and he had to choose - and he chose this priesthood. He went through tests of false brethren - traitors to Uncle Roy - those men that fell a few years ago. Every prophet goes through a test, something to prove where their heart is. 

You young people were born to prepare yourselves to come into the presence of God like Abraham did. The Lord is going to test your faith and your faith can only be tested by Him giving you blessings and then seeing what you do when they're taken away. He gives you your life and character, what you are, and he wants to see where your heart is. Because you're part of this priesthood work, because you've made promises, the Lord will test your faith to see if you love Him above all else, or if you love anything else more than Him. 

You can tell right now if you're passing the test. If you are keeping sweet no matter what, you are a person ready to give up your own will and just obey the priesthood over you. In order to Keep Sweet, it requires the sacrifice of our feelings.

Will you love your money or your fun and games or whatever money brings you, more than Heavenly Father - or will you earn money and use only what you need and give all you can to the Prophet to build up this work? There are big tests ahead of you. A sacrifice is only accepted by the Lord if you consider it no sacrifice at all. You must consider it a pleasure to obey. If you feel like it’s so hard to go through, then you are not being obedient, even if you do the outward obedience.
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